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St. Augustine by-the-sea Parish

This week at St. Augustine

130 Ohua Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96815
Phone: (808) 923-7024
Fax: (808) 922-4086
e-mail: staugustinebythesea@gmail.com
Web: www.staugustinebythesea.com
Parish secretary: Bev Tavake
Pastoral Council President: Theresa Kong Kee
Finance Committee chairman: Jim Dannemiller

Sunday, Dec. 7—Second Sunday of Advent
Liturgical color: Violet
6 a.m. Mass—S/I Purie Cortez (thanksgiving)
7:15 a.m. Rosary
8 a.m. Mass—R/S Zeb Rich, Fr. Joseph Priestly, Jerry Garczynski
9 a.m. Religious education, annex building
10 a.m. Mass—S/I Sage and the Kong Kee Family, Saldana Family; R/S
Jerry Galang
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Paul Hillebrand

Office hours

Monday, Dec. 8—The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation
PARISH OFFICE, AUNTY CARMEN’S KITCHEN & HERITAGE
CENTER ARE CLOSED
Liturgical color: White
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—S/I Michael McGrath (birthday)
5 p.m. Mass
6 p.m. Knights of Columbus, Damien Meeting Room

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed
noon to 1 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m. to noon. Closed
Saturday, Sunday and holidays.

Sacraments
Reconciliation: 6:30-6:45 a.m. and 4:30-4:45
p.m. Tuesday-Thursday; 3-4 p.m. Saturday.
Baptism: Call the parish office for information.
Marriage: Email staugustineweddingcoordinator@gmail.com before making arrangements.
Confirmation: Call the parish office for information.
Funerals: Call the parish office when finalizing
services with the mortuary.

Religious education
Contact the parish office to enroll your child in
religious education classes or to inquire about
the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.

Parish organizations
Altar Rosary Society
Holy Name Society
Tongan Society
Knights of Columbus
Ka Huaka'i (Marriage ministry)
Please call the parish office for information
about joining any of these organizations.

Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen
Hot meals are served between 11 a.m. and noon
Monday to Friday, except holidays

To register
Call the parish office to register and to sign up
for envelopes

Bulletin deadline
Material to be considered in the bulletin must
be submitted to the parish office by noon on
the Monday before the Sunday of publication.

Hospitality
Join us for doughnuts and juice after all morning masses on the first Sunday of the month.
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Tuesday, Dec. 9—St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Liturgical color: Violet/White
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—S/I Jocelyn Reyes (birthday)
5 p.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Wednesday, Dec. 10
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—R/S Consuleo Malalis
11 a.m. Wedding rehearsal
5 p.m. Mass
6:45 a.m. RCIA
7 p.m. Tongan Choir, Annex Building, upstairs
Thursday, Dec. 11—St. Damasus I, Pope
Liturgical color: Violet/White
7 a.m. Mass—R/S Catherine Lynch, Mrs. Glynn Martino
5 p.m. Mass
Friday, Dec. 12—Our Lady of Guadalupe
Liturgical color: White
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
Saturday, Dec. 13—St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Liturgical color: Red
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
Church cleaning: Tongan Society, Catechist’s Mystery
5 p.m. Mass—S/I Sage and the Kong Kee Family

Breaking open the Word
Second Sunday of Advent

Reflection
Advent is a treasured time in the liturgical year, a time
of waiting, of watchfulness, of eager anticipation. Yet
waiting does not come easily to most of us. Especially
today it seems. We are used to instant downloads, to
transactions at the click of the button, to Internet purchases speedily delivered straight to us. We hate to wait in
line, in the doctor’s waiting room, in traffic. We chafe at
flight delays or interruptions to our routines. That is the
waiting of our ordinary lives.
Advent offers us a different kind of waiting. It is the
waiting that focuses on our hope of salvation, in our faith
in our living God. It is a waiting that offers us comfort if
we are open to it. That comfort is the message in today’s
first reading from the prophet Isaiah. “Every valley shall
be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low…”
We are given the consoling image of a shepherd gathering
his lambs and leading them home, leading them to safety.
Do we hold the treasure of this season deep in our hearts
during these four weeks, learning to wait within the joy of
the promises Advent portends? Or do we spend our time
looking ahead to Christmas?
Will we let this treasure flourish in us? Can we learn to
cherish the waiting, to learn to flourish within God’s presence, to seek the joy in our hope, to live in a new way?
“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.”
Anne Harpham

Readings
Isaiah 40: The rugged land shall be made a plain; the
rough country, a broad valley.
Psalm 85: Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us
your salvation.
2 Peter 3:8-14: Conduct yourselves in holiness, hastening the coming of the day of God.
Mark 1:1-8: I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.

Weekday
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145; Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde,19;
Lk 1:39-47
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday’s readings
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24;
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

2nd Week of Advent
We focus on the first readings from the Prophet Isaiah this
week. With the Babylonian Captivity, the temple was destroyed,
the leaders of the people were taken away to Babylon and a remnant was left behind. A life-threatening desert separated the people. In this context, Isaiah proclaims God's vindication of the
people in exile. The desert will be reborn. A highway will bring
their liberation. And the signs will be that there is healing and
peace. “Comfort, give comfort to my people,” says the Lord. The
valleys will be filled in, the mountains leveled - every obstacle
will be overcome - to build a highway for our God to come and
save us. The people can hardly believe the good news. They are
weak and weary of their captivity. Isaiah proclaims, “They that
hope in the LORD will renew their strength, they will soar as
with eagles’ wings.” He offers support: “I am the LORD, your
God, who grasp your right hand; It is I who say to you, 'Fear
not, I will help you.'” The people have been at a distance from
the Lord for some time and were not obeying the commandments. The Lord says, “I, the LORD, your God, teach you what
is for your good, and lead you on the way you should go.” The
final first reading this week is a piece from the book of Sirach in
which the prophet Elijah is praised. Elijah, who was destined to
come again to restore order before the day of the Lord, is seen in
the reading from Matthew's Gospel to be John the Baptist.
Creighton University Online Ministries

Daily Prayer this week
Advent is a wonderful time to ask myself, “What am I looking
for? What do I desire? What longing can I recognize in my
heart?” The answers to those questions will be our best guide for
daily prayer.
I can try to get in touch with a part of my heart that is divided,
perhaps with a desert separating the two parts. Is there a disconnect between my primary commitments and the amount of time
and attention that I give to them? Is there a distance between
who I say I am and who I actually am? Do I experience something missing between what I believe and how I live those beliefs? These are the places where our Advent desiring might
grow. Imagine the prophet saying, “There will be a path between
what is separate or divided or at a distance in your life!” or
“What is desert, barren, dry and life-less in you will come to
life!” “You will find freedom and comfort, where you have been
finding yourself in a captivity to pattern and routine, where you
have felt weak and weary.” “Learn from the Lord and learn real
wisdom.”
When one or more of these desires really strikes a chord in our
hearts, Advent begins for us. When we first wake up we can
simply ask: “Come, Lord. Come into this place, into this embarrassing place of need in my life.” We may be able to be specific
and ask, “Please, Lord, come and be with me and bring life and
hope into my morning as I face this meeting.” As we go about
our day we might ask more specifically for the grace to love - to
take the liberating journey across the desert and let the Lord
bring us home to a place of comfort, healing and peace.
Advent is about our coming to a felt sense of our need for a Savior and letting our Savior into our hearts to save us. Our Lord
comes with good news, healing and a peace the world can't give.
Creighton University Online Ministries

Mahalo
Mahalo to all who donated to the food drive and toiletries collection for Our Lady of Kea’au. In total, 3,700
pounds of food and 25 turkeys were delivered to Our
Lady of Kea’au for their outreach to the homeless on the
Waianae Coast. We have supported the Franciscan Sisters who operate this outreach ministry for several years.

Feast of the Immaculate
Conception December 8
Monday, December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, is a holy day of obligation in the Diocese of Honolulu. Masses are at 7 a.m. and
5 p.m. Parish offices, Aunty Carmen’s
Kitchen and the Heritage Center will be
closed.

Parish Christmas party
The parish Christmas party will be held at the Hale Koa
in the Banyan Tree Restaurant on Saturday, December
27 at 10:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. Tickets are $30 per person.
Don’t miss out buy your tickets soon.

Christmas & New Year’s Masses
Christmas Eve, Wednesday Dec. 24
No 7 a.m. Mass
6 p.m. Mass
9 p.m. Mass
11:30 p.m. Christmas music
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day, Thursday Dec. 25
6 a.m. Mass
8 a.m. Mass
10 a.m. Mass
5 p.m. Mass
New Year’s Eve, Wednesday Dec. 31
7 a.m. Mass only
New Year’s Day, Thursday Jan. 1
8 a.m. Mass only

Advent penance services
Dec. 9
Dec. 9
Dec. 11
Dec. 17
Dec. 22

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

St. Patrick
University Catholic Center
Holy Trinity
Sacred Heart/Pius X
St. Augustine

Daughters of St. Paul book fair
The Daughters of St. Paul will hold a book fair at St. Augustine this weekend after all the Masses. They will have a
selection of religious books, CDs, and DVDs.

2015 envelopes and calendars
Stewardship envelopes for those who give to St. Augustine using the weekly envelope system are available
in the sacristy, for those who contribute $250 or more
each year. If you do not use envelopes and would like to
begin, please call the parish office during office hours.
The 2015 calendars are also available in the sacristy.

During the cold and flu season
During the cold and flu season parishioners and visitors
are reminded to use common sense. Those who are ill are
not obliged to attend Mass and should stay home to recover. If you are feeling ill today, please refrain from
partaking of the Blood of Christ from the communal
chalice. We also ask that those who are not well refrain
from offering your hand to others at the sign of peace. A
smile and a heartfelt "Peace be with you" should suffice.
No one who fears infection should feel obligated to share
the sign of peace or receive Holy Communion from the
communal chalice. We pray for the health and recovery
of all who are ill and not with us today.

Pray the Rosary
The Volunteers of the Heritage Center, Altar Rosary Society & the Knights of Columbus would like to invite everyone on Sunday mornings at 7:15 a.m. to join them in
praying the rosary. If you have any special intention requests you would like us to pray for please drop by the
Center in the week and fill out an intention slip. Also, if
you are interested in leading the rosary on the 1st, 2nd or
5th Sundays of any given month please contact Sister Cheryl at (808)922-3121, training will be provided.

“Absolute Faith”
Damien and Marianne
of Moloka’i Heritage Center
“Absolute Faith” intertwines the stories of Father
Damien, Mother Marianne and the people of Kalaupapa using historic and contemporary photographs, quotations, poetry and song. There are
many never-seen-before portraits from the early
1900s that offer a rare and compelling glimpse of
life in the land of exile.
The Heritage Center is in front of the church in
the ABC Building on the second floor. It is open
daily. A lift is available for those with special
needs. For arrangements for groups of 20 or
more, call 922-3121

Damien & Marianne

Inspirations of love and ministry
We are seeking to commission bronze outdoor statues of
St. Damien and St. Marianne by Maui artist Gary Thomas
for the meditation garden at the planned Damien and Marianne Museum. The statues can be seen here.
Fr. Damien’s life has long been an inspiration to Thomas
and he wanted to portray Damien
as he was in life, ministering to and
interacting with his people, carrying his mana into the world.
Thomas wanted to portray him as
the vibrant man he was most of his
life.
For Thomas, his Damien sculpture fulfills Matthew 10:42 (“And whoever gives only a
cup of cold water to one of these little
ones to drink because he is a disciple—
amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose
his reward.”)
The sculpture of Mother Marianne depicts her maternal and tender side. She
filled the void of motherhood for the orphans at Kalaupapa while instructing
them in the wisdom of God’s Word, said
Thomas. For Thomas, St. Marianne lived
the words of Luke 9:46 “Whoever welcomes a little child
in my name welcomes me…”
We are seeking donations to help us obtain the statues,
which will be placed in a meditation garden in the new
Damien and Marianne Museum. To donate or for more
information, please see Fr. Lane.
Thomas also has maquettes of both statues for sale at
$4,000 apiece. A portion of the sales price will go toward
support of the statues for the meditation garden.

Saints of Hawaii rosaries
at Heritage Center
The Saints of Hawai'i Rosary making project was and continues to be inspired by Kalaupapa born artist Monica Perry Perreira, who was removed at birth from her mother and father in
1937 because they lived at the Molokai leper colony. As a protected child and adult of the state of Hawaii she lived at
Waimano Home and then in group and foster homes. In 2005
at age 68, she first visited her birthplace where she learned
about the religious lives and work of St. Damien and St. Marianne. Influenced by many return visits to Molokai until her
death in 2013, Monica painted prolific versions of Saint Damien the Leper stories. One of her Damien story series is part
of the permanent collection at the Honolulu Museum of Art.
These Job's Tears and porcelain rosaries are handmade by
Monica's artist friends living with disabilities on Maui, Hawaii
and Oahu. The rosaries are available for purchase at the Damien and Marianne Heritage Center. One or more of the artists
will be at the Heritage Center from 4 to 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
13 and from 7 a.m. to noon Sunday, Dec. 14.

Stewardship of treasure
Collection for the week ended Nov. 30: $8,573.99
Collection for Aunty Camen’s Kitchen: $5,416.35
Children's’ Offertory: $14.00

Our daily and Sunday collections
As good stewards, we are grateful to God for his many blessings. In gratitude we share with those who are in need. The
collection at Sunday and daily Mass is part of our liturgy, and
is a sign of our willingness to give all that we have to the Lord
for the church and the poor. It is also expressive of what the
Eucharist means in our relationship with others. In the early
Church, everyone brought up what they had brought, eggs,
produce or chickens or grain, or bread or wine. Some was used
for the celebration and the rest was used for the benefit of the
Church so that all were taken care of and no one was in need.
Today, we share what we have with money. Our collection
—daily and Sunday— gives tangible support to our faith in
action and to our thankfulness to our Creator.

