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Sunday Liturgy
5 p.m. Saturday
6, 8, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Sunday

Daily Liturgy
7 a.m. Monday-Saturday
5 p.m. Monday-Thursday

You have made us for yourself,
Lord, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in you
-- St. Augustine of Hippo

With the servant leadership
of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary since 1854
www.staugustinebythesea.com

St. Augustine by-the-sea Parish
130 Ohua Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96815
Phone: (808) 923-7024
Fax: (808) 922-4086
e-mail: staugustinebythesea@gmail.com
Web: www.staugustinebythesea.com
Parish secretary: Bev Tavake
Pastoral Council President: Theresa Kong Kee
Finance Committee chairman: Jim Dannemiller

Office hours
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed
noon to 1 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m. to noon. Closed
Saturday, Sunday and holidays.

Sacraments
Reconciliation: 6:30-6:45 a.m. and 4:30-4:45
p.m. Tuesday-Thursday; 3-4 p.m. Saturday.
Baptism: Call the parish office for information.
Marriage: Email staugustineweddingcoordinator@gmail.com before making arrangements.
Confirmation: Call the parish office for information.
Funerals: Call the parish office when finalizing
services with the mortuary.

Religious education
Contact the parish office to enroll your child in
religious education classes or to inquire about
the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.

Parish organizations
Altar Rosary Society
Holy Name Society
Tongan Society
Knights of Columbus
Ka Huaka'i (Marriage ministry)
Please call the parish office for information
about joining any of these organizations.

Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen
Hot meals are served between 11 a.m. and noon
Monday to Friday, except holidays

To register
Call the parish office to register and to sign up
for envelopes

Bulletin deadline
Material to be considered in the bulletin must
be submitted to the parish office by noon on
the Monday before the Sunday of publication.

Hospitality
Join us for doughnuts and juice after all morning masses on the first Sunday of the month.
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This week at St. Augustine
Sunday, Dec. 20--Fourth Sunday of Advent
Liturgical color: Violet
6 a.m. Mass—S/I Albert & Audrey Carse
7:15 a.m. Rosary
8 a.m. Mass—R/S Jerry Galang; S/I Altar Rosary Society members both
living and deceased, Peter & Camille Evans (20th anniversary), Sasha
Evans (birthday)
10 a.m. Mass—S/I Sage and the Kong Kee Family, Milagros Aquino
5 p.m. Mass—S/I The West Family
Monday, Dec. 21--St. Peter Canisius
Liturgical color:
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Communion Prayer Service
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Michael Toman
6 p.m. Faith sharing, Damien Meeting Room
Tuesday, Dec. 22
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—R/S Norman Forsyth
2 p.m. Wedding
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Michael Toman, Mary Gahler
5:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Wednesday, Dec. 23--St. John of Kanty
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—S/I Jennifer Radan (safe travel); R/S Norman Forsyth, John
Rosecrance
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Michael Toman
7 p.m. Tongan Choir, annex building
Thursday, Dec. 24
PARISH OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON
Liturgical color for Christmas Eve: White
6 p.m. Mass
9 p.m. Mass
11:30 p.m. Christmas music
Midnight Mass—S/I Luke Augustine Hong and Rosa Moon (43rd anniversary)
Friday, Dec. 25--The Nativity of the Lord
PARISH OFFICE AND AUNTY CARMEN’S KITCHEN CLOSED
Liturgical color: White
6 a.m. Mass—R/S Zeb Rich, Cresencia Jimeno, Maria Tirry
8 a.m. Mass—R/S Dan and Bette Comerford
10 a.m. Mass—R/S Tim Comerford, Norman Forsyth
5 p.m. Mass
Saturday, Dec. 26--St. Stephen
Liturgical color: Red
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—S/I Jennifer Radan (safe travel), Carmela & Marius Tafuro
(65th anniversary)
Church cleaning: Tongan Society /President’s Mystery
5 p.m. Mass—S/I Sage and the Kong Kee Family

Breaking open the Word
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth and in this presence of
each other they experience an extraordinary encounter.
Clearly also present and active was the Holy Spirit, who
overshadowed Mary to conceive the Savior of the world,
inspired Elizabeth to extol Mary and the “fruit of her
womb” and prompted the unborn John to leap for joy.
The Holy Spirit brought an intensity to each encounter that
augured the singularity and significance of these events.
Mary didn’t simply “set out” to visit Elizabeth, she went
“in haste.” Elizabeth didn’t simply say “hello” to Mary but
“cried out in a loud voice” the blessing of Mary and her unborn infant. John didn’t simply give a gentle kick in Elizabeth’s womb at this encounter, but “leaped for joy.”
As we approach the celebration of the birth of the Son of
God, we need to open ourselves to receive this same intensity from the Holy Spirit. This same Holy Spirit overshadows,
inspires and prompts we who believe to “set out in haste” to
touch others with divine Presence. Elizabeth blesses Mary
because she “believed” God would fulfill in her all that the
angel Gabriel had said to her. Now so must we believe that
God fulfills in us the goodness and love that is promised.
Absent from this account is any sense that either woman
resisted God’s invitation to cooperate in the work of salvation. Absent from this account is any sense that either woman said no to God’s will, even when that will was surely not
clear, not within the boundaries of normal expectations, not
easy to accept Salvation is the convergence of God’s will
and our own will. Like Mary and Elizabeth, we must make
any no to what God asks of us absent from our lives. Mary
and Elizabeth show us the way to our being overshadowed
by the Spirit by their offering their own bodies in cooperating with God’s plan of salvation, So must we offer ourselves
with the same willingness, with the same love response,
with the same eager desire for divine Presence within and
among us. The divine Presence is never gone, never absent.
We can never forget that.
Fr. Lane K. Akiona ss.cc.

Readings

First Reading — From you, Bethlehem, shall come forth one
who is to be ruler in Israel. (Micah 5:1-4a).
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and
we shall be saved (Psalm 80).
Second Reading — By Christ doing the will of God, we have
been consecrated (Hebrews 10:5-10).
Gospel — “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb” (Luke 1:39-45).

Weekday

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33; Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25; Lk 1:57-66
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89; Lk 1:67-79
Friday:Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12;
Ps 97; Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31; Mt 10:17-22

Next Sunday’s reading

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128; Col 3:12-21 or 1
Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52

Mele Kalikimaka
me ka Hau’oli Makahiki Hou!
Blessings for this Christmas season and throughout 2016.
During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, let us learn to be merciful and forgiving. As stewards of God’s gifts, we are constantly reminded of God’s presence and graces that we receive. Being merciful helps us to focus on the positive elements of our humanity and live it. Be an agent of mercy,
learn and understand to forgive so that others may have
HOPE.
This past year has been challenging but also rewarding as
we continue to journey in faith. As a parish community, we
are grateful especially to all those who have continued to
support our efforts. Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen has seen an
increase of meals being provided for those who are hungry.
Support of Our Lady of Kea’au and Kaumakapili Church
outreach programs reminds us of always going out of ourselves to share with others. Family Promise provides opportunities for our children and parishioners to be involved
in helping others who don’t have permanent housing.
Pope Francis continues to remind us to “go out” and be
missionaries of Gospel joy to the poor, forgotten, abandoned, displaced, the immigrants, and especially those who
do harm and violence because of hatred. Our outreach
ministries are opportunities to follow and love as Jesus did.
I am grateful to God that we continue to be good stewards
of what has been shared with us. During this Christmas
Season, “go out” and witness our love of God and neighbor
in doing good for others. Blessings upon your families and
loved ones. Know that these intentions will be offered at
our Masses during this Christmas Season.
Me ke aloha pumehana
Fr. Lane K. Akiona ss.cc.

St. Augustine
Christmas
Party
Date: Saturday, January 9
Place: Hale Koa Hotel @
the Banyan Tree Room
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $35.00 per person
Aloha Attire
There will be entertainment
Tickets sold in the parish office and after Mass.

Advent Penance service
There is one remaining Advent Penance Service in the
East Oahu Vicariate:
December 23 Sacred Heart/St. Pius X, 7:30 pm

2016 envelopes available
Stewardship envelopes for those who give to St. Augustine using the weekly envelope system are available in the
sacristy.

Faith sharing meets Dec. 21
St. Augustine’s faith sharing group meets Monday,
Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. in the Damien Meeting Room. We are
using Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si. In this encyclical, Pope Francis asks us to look deeply at our consumerdriven society and throw-away culture. Join your fellow
parishioners in a discussion on how our faith challenges us
to be stewards of our home. Download the encyclical at:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
encyclicals.index.html. We will have copies available at
class or you may purchase copies of the book at Pauline
Book and Media Center.

Stewardship of treasure

Christmas & New Year’s Masses
Christmas Eve, Thursday Dec. 24
No 7 a.m. Mass
6 p.m. Mass
9 p.m. Mass—Tongan Choir
11:30 p.m. Christmas music—Contemporary Choir
Midnight Mass—Contemporary Choir

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25
6 a.m. Mass —Organ Music
8 a.m. Mass—Contemporary Choir
10 a.m. Mass—Contemporary Choir
5 p.m. Mass

Saturday, Dec. 26
No confessions

Dec. 28-31
7 a.m. Mass only

New Year’s Day, Friday Jan. 1
8 a.m. Mass only

Saturday, Jan. 2
No confessions

Collection for the week ended Dec. 13: $8,223.56
Children’s collection: $68.00

2nd collection for religious
The second collection this weekend will go to the Retirement Fund for Religious, which helps religious communities across the country care for their aging members and plan for ongoing retirement needs. Nearly
34,000 senior sisters, brothers and religious order
priests benefit from the fund. Show your appreciation
for the Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order
priests who made a positive difference in your life and
please give generously.

Sidewalk remodeling
Beginning January 2016, the City and County will continue its work of remodeling Kalakaua Avenue sidewalk.
Much of the ewa end of Kalakaua has been remodeled,
now it’s our turn. With the remodeling of the sidewalk, the
driveway onto Kalakaua will no longer be used as an exit.
Thus, parking will be a greater challenge when this takes
place. We are looking at other options, such as parking
offsite, valet parking, etc. This will be a major detriment
for attendance on weekends until the new parking structure
is built. We will keep you updated as work progresses.
We have requested that the section in front of the church
be done at the end of the project. Pray that we all have
patience and understanding.

Jubilee Year of Mercy

Living Mercy
The Jubilee Year of Mercy began
Dec. 8, 2015. How can you practice
mercy in your every day lives? "Be merciful, just as [also] your Father is merciful. Stop judging and you will not be
judged. Stop condemning and
you will not be condemned. Forgive
and you will be forgiven. Give and gifts
will be given to you; a good measure,
packed together, shaken down, and
overflowing, will be poured into your
lap. For the measure with which you
measure will in return be measured out
to you."
Lk 6:36-38
The Jubilee Year of Mercy began this month. Throughout Scripture, we see many examples of God's mercy, such as his judgment of
individuals and nations. Additionally, powerful examples are found
in God's salvific actions throughout history—in the history of Israel
in the Old Testament, in the prophets, in the life, Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of Christ, in the sending of the Holy Spirit to the
Church at Pentecost, etc. Mercy is not just an act of clemency for
those who have done wrong. It is a way of life that is manifested in
the compassion, love, and joy we see that God has for all creation.
Reflection Questions
1. Where do I see God's love and mercy acting in my own life?
What is one way that I can receive these gifts from God and
acknowledge them in my own spiritual life?
2. What does it mean for me, for my family, or for my parish, to be
merciful as God is merciful? How can I/we concretely express this
merciful attitude that is grounded on the love of God?

The O Antiphons of Advent
The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons since at least the eighth century. They are the
antiphons that accompany the Magnificat canticle of
Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a
magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old
Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use of the imperative "Come!" embodies the longing of all for the
Divine Messiah.
December 20
O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!
December 21
O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the
shadow of death.
December 22
O King of all nations and keystone of the
Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from
the dust!
December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!

Voices of the season
Ladies of the Altar Rosary
Society and Sr. Cheryl sing
at the parish Christmas
concert on Dec 4.
Also participating were
members of our music
ministry and the Tongan
Society.

Photo courtesy of Paul
Cockrell.

