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You have made us for yourself,
Lord, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in you
-- St. Augustine of Hippo
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This week at St. Augustine
Sunday, Dec. 16—Third Sunday of Advent
Liturgical color: Violet or Rose
6 a.m. Mass—R/S Mr. and Mrs. Lapnewski
8 a.m. Mass—R/S Pua Bow
10 a.m. Mass—S/I Dr. Orlando Sanidad
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Agnes Appelt

Sacraments

Monday, Dec. 17
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Communion Prayer Service
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Augusto Camara
6 p.m. Advent Penance Service

Reconciliation: 3-4 p.m. Saturday.
Baptism: Call the parish office for information.
Marriage: Email staugustineweddingcoordinator@gmail.com before making arrangements.
Confirmation: Call the parish office for
information.
Funerals: Call the parish office when finalizing services with the mortuary.

Tuesday, Dec. 18
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—S/I Tim Cubero (birthday)
9 a.m. Rosary Making, Damien Meeting Room
5 p.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Office hours
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed
noon to 1 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m. to noon.
Closed Saturday, Sunday and holidays.

Religious education
Contact the parish office to enroll your
child in religious education classes or to
inquire about the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.

Parish organizations
Altar Rosary Society
Tongan Society
Knights of Columbus
Ka Huaka'i (Marriage ministry)
Please call the parish office for information
about joining any of these organizations.

Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen
Hot meals are served between 11 a.m. and
noon Monday to Friday, except holidays

To register

Wednesday, Dec. 19
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
5 p.m. Mass
6 p.m. RCIA, Damien Meeting Room
7 p.m. Tongan Choir, Annex Building
Thursday, Dec. 20
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
5 p.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Wedding rehearsal

Call the parish office to register and to sign
up for envelopes

To see our website on your mobile
device, scan this QR code:

Friday, Dec. 21
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—R/S John & Kathleen Bero
Saturday, Dec. 22
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
Church cleaning: Tongan Society/ Youth and Young Adult Group
2 p.m. Wedding
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Elvin Boggs
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Breaking open the Word
Third Sunday of Advent

On this 3rd Sunday of Advent, the gospel tells us of John
the Baptist bringing good news and bad news. Just listen to
John’s words: “His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
When he comes, Jesus will clear the deck of all the slackers.
Good folks will join him in the barn, but sinful folks will be
sent to hell!
And then Luke closes with these words: “Exhorting them
in many other ways, he preached good news to the people.”
Are we sure it’s good news that God is coming to earth to
judge and punish those who have too many possessions, or
who work at repulsive jobs, or who have been less than compassionate? Who of us, then, can stand before God and face
his wrath?
But what John the Baptist didn’t say is that Jesus would
come to be a judge AND a Savior. It was indeed good for the
long-awaited Messiah to come; it was bad news to hear that
he would have the authority to point out the failings of every
person of every generation, but it was wonderful news to
know that he would also forgive them and us. That is the
ultimate Good News of Christ’s coming.
In the meantime, what are we to do? John told the people to
be charitable, to give the poor their surplus, and challenged
the people to be lovable. He also challenges us. He challenges us to adopt a whole new attitude in life, an attitude of sacrificial love. So, we need to look at how we treat other people and then make an effort to be kinder, more considerate
and lovable. St. Paul put it this way to the Philippians: “Your
kindness should be known to all.” This is the love that others
will witness in us as a sign that the Kingdom of God is near.
Finally, we need to develop and nurture our prayer lives.
We need to make the time to be in the presence of the One
who comes to us.
Then, let us be still and allow him to simply love us.
Deacon Efrain Andrews

Readings
First Reading — Your God will sing joyfully because of you,
as one sings at festivals (Zephaniah 3:14-18a).
Psalm — Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the
great and Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 12:6).
Second Reading — Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it
again: rejoice! (Philippians 4:4-7).
Gospel — Whoever who has two cloaks should share with the
person who has none. Whoever who has food should do likewise (Luke 3:10-18).

Weekday
Monday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72; Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday:
Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72; Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71; Lk 1:5-25
Thursday:
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33; Lk 1:39-45
Saturday:
1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56

Next Sunday

Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45

Advent Reconciliation Service
St. Augustine’s Advent reconciliation
service will be Monday, Dec. 17, at 6 p.m.

A

dvent is a wonderful time to celebrate the reconciling love and the healing graces God offers us.
We can prepare by reflecting on darkness in our lives into
which God desires to shine a light. It might begin with the
simple question: Where might God be offering me forgiveness and healing?
If my answer is, "I don't know," then I have some reflection to do. I can examine my life - what I have done and
what I have failed to do. I can look at my responsibilities as a citizen, a neighbor, an employee, a member of a parish
or congregation, as a parent or a spouse or as a son or
daughter.
It may be that I have experienced troubling guilt - coming
out of a deep trauma or a long-standing sense of shame This
may hinder my ability to feel good about myself , and therefore to be able to reflect upon my sins - the ways I fail at
loving. I can still prepare for genuine reconciliation by preparing to better trust God's love for me, based upon two convictions: First, God's love is unconditional. It is not conditioned on my being better, or my overcoming anything, or
even my being good at all. God just loves me. Second, God
knows everything, including what I'm struggling with or
suffering under. And, the God of all compassion understands me and loves me. It may be that my greatest sin - the
place where I need the greatest sorrow and desire for forgiveness and healing is my lack of trust in God's complete
and unconditional love for me.

Celebrating Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a most natural way to
celebrate God's reconciliation. God forgives us the very
moment we come to the experience that we need forgiveness.
When I experience God's forgiveness and love, I am invited to let it touch me deeply. Experiencing compassion,
patience, understanding, and forgiveness is itself transforming.
In the Sacrament of Reconciliation I have the wonderful
opportunity to ritualize that celebration. My personal journey is joined with the mystery of God's saving love. There,
in ritual form I "step forward" and admit I am a sinner, express my sorrow, and name the places in my life where God
is shining a Light into what I have done and what I have
failed to do. Then, God's forgiveness is proclaimed for me
to hear and rejoice in: "May God grant you pardon and fill
you with God's peace."
Adapted from Creighton University Online Ministries

Advent Penance services
December 17 @ 6 pm
December 19 @ 6 pm

St. Augustine
Sacred Heart, Manoa
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The O Antiphons of Advent
This week, our celebration of Advent will make a transition in ritual and texts. Beginning Dec. 18, the countdown
of nine days (a novena) to Christmas sees a heightened
sense of expectation, and a turning from the call of the Baptist in the wilderness to the events leading up to Jesus’ birth.
Some customs arise from monastic life and practice and
spill over into parish life. The Church has been singing the
"O" Antiphons since at least the 8th century. They are the
antiphons that accompany the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a magnificent
theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the
messianic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament
hopes, but present ones as well.
December 17
O Wisdom of our God Most High,
guiding creation with power and love:
come to teach us the path of knowledge!
December 18
O Leader of the House of Israel,
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
come to rescue us with your mighty power!
December 19
O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay!
December 20
O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!
December 21
O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in
the
shadow of death.
December 22
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!
December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!

Christmas Mass schedule
Christmas Eve, Monday, Dec. 24
6 p.m. Mass --Cantor/Organ
9 p.m. Mass—Tongan Choir
11:30 p.m. Christmas music— Contemporary Choir
Midnight Mass—Contemporary Choir

Christmas Day, Tuesday, Dec. 25
6 a.m. Mass —Cantor/Organ
8 a.m. Mass—Contemporary Choir
10 a.m. Mass—Contemporary Choir
5 p.m.—Cantor/Organ

Dec. 26-28
7 a.m. Mass only

New Year’s Day
8 a.m. Mass only

St. Augustine Christmas party
Mark your calendars! Save the date! St. Augustine
Parish’s annual Christmas party will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 5, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Marriott Hotel. The
theme will be the Roaring ’20s. Tickets are $35 and are
available in the parish office and after Sunday morning
Masses.

Christmas, New Year’s office hours
The parish office and Aunty Carmen's Kitchen will be
closed on December 24, 25 and 26 for Christmas. For
New Year’s, closure will be on January 1 and 2. The office will be open half days (8 am - 12 noon) on December
27, 28 and 31, 2018.

Scripture reflection
Our weekly Scripture Reflections are held at 6 p.m.
Thursdays in the Annex Building and are open to all who
interested in deepening their knowledge of and appreciation for Scripture. Please bring a Bible with you or a copy
of the readings for the following Sunday. There will be no
Scripture class on Dec.27.
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Help religious communities

“Your generous contribution helps us to care for our retired sisters and enables our younger sisters to continue in
active ministry,” writes a religious sister. Your gift to this
weekend’s second collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and
more for thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests. It also helps ensure younger members can
continue the good works of their elders!

Ushers for 10 a.m. Mass
The Evangelization Committee would like to extend an
invitation for NEW ushers/hospitality ministers for the 10
a.m. Mass. We need to build up a surplus of additional ministers at that particular Mass. If interested, please contact
the parish office and leave your name and phone number so
that we can contact you for more details.

Stewardship envelopes available
The 2019 Stewardship Envelopes are available to be
picked up on the Ohua side of the church. . Be sure to check
the listing for correct info and number. DO NOT take
someone else's envelopes. If you need assistance, please
ask or contact the parish office. Parents with children,
please have your children pick up their stewardship envelopes as well. No need to sign in, just have them place their

To your Health
Let’s continue on our journey to improve overall health.
The first step was to start simple and identify a change
which is realistic, flexible, specific, doable, and most of all
FUN! Earlier we learned about making active choices and
this month we will focus on making healthy food choices.
Again start simple.
Healthy food choices start with knowing when to eat and
how much to eat.
A key principle is the three R’s for eating.
Eating at The Right Time, The Right Amount, and The
Right Foods.
The Right time means to eat three regularly spaced meals
throughout the day and eating at approximately the same
time each day.
The Right Amount & The Right foods means to eat more
vegetables (about ½ your plate) and grains (about a ¼ of
your plate) with leaner smaller portion of protein (about the
deck of cards)
During the holidays, consider bringing a healthy dish to a
family gathering, one that is tasty and nutritious. When
making a plate of food, remember to eat more vegetables
(raw or cooked) and less protein or foods high in fat.
Remember the three R’s for eating: Right Time, Right
Amount, and Right Foods.
Next month we will look at physical activity and nutrition.

Damien & Marianne
Of Moloka’i
Education Center
The Damien and Marianne of
Moloka’i Education Center will
be constructed adjacent to St.
Augustine Church and will tell
the story of Hawaii’s two saints,
St. Damien de Veuster and St.
Marianne Cope, who ministered
those with Hansen’s Disease who
were exiled to Kalaupapa.
Their lives are a model and inspiration for all of us today.
For more information about the
Damien and Marianne of Moloka’i Education Center please call
the parish office.
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