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You have made us for yourself,
Lord, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in you
-- St. Augustine of Hippo

With the servant leadership
of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary since 1854
www.staugustinebythesea.com

St. Augustine by-the-sea Parish
130 Ohua Ave., Honolulu, HI 96815
Phone: (808) 923-7024 Fax: (808) 922-4086
e-mail: staugustinebythesea@gmail.com
Web: www.staugustinebythesea.com
Parish secretary: Bev Tavake
Pastoral Council Chair: Theresa Kong Kee
Finance Council chair Jim Dannemiller
Stewardship Council chair: Deacon Keith
Cabiles

This week at St. Augustine
Sunday, Dec. 9—Second Sunday of Advent
Liturgical color: Violet
6 a.m. Mass—John & Kathleen Bero
8 a.m. Mass—R/S Albert & Mae Loebenstein
10 a.m. Mass—S/I Dr. Orlando Sanidad
5 p.m. Mass

Sacraments

Monday, Dec. 10
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Communion Prayer Service
5 p.m. Mass— R/S Vince Nguyen
5:30 p.m. Ushers meeting, Church
6:30 p.m. Knights of Columbus, Damien Meeting Room

Reconciliation: 3-4 p.m. Saturday.
Baptism: Call the parish office for information.
Marriage: Email staugustineweddingcoordinator@gmail.com before making arrangements.
Confirmation: Call the parish office for
information.
Funerals: Call the parish office when finalizing services with the mortuary.

Tuesday, Dec. 11—St. Damasus I
Liturgical color: Violet/White
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
9 a.m. Rosary Making, Damien Meeting Room
5 p.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Office hours
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed
noon to 1 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m. to noon.
Closed Saturday, Sunday and holidays.

Religious education
Contact the parish office to enroll your
child in religious education classes or to
inquire about the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.

Parish organizations
Altar Rosary Society
Tongan Society
Knights of Columbus
Ka Huaka'i (Marriage ministry)
Please call the parish office for information
about joining any of these organizations.

Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen
Hot meals are served between 11 a.m. and
noon Monday to Friday, except holidays

To register
Call the parish office to register and to sign
up for envelopes

To see our website on your mobile
device, scan this QR code:

Wednesday, Dec. 12—Our Lady of Guadalupe
Liturgical color: White
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—S/I Mikayla Kato
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Deacon Harold Hughesdon
6:30 p.m. RCIA, Damien Meeting Room
7 p.m. Tongan Choir, Annex Building
Thursday, Dec. 13—St. Lucy
Liturgical color: Red
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
5 p.m. Mass
6 p.m. Scripture Reflection, Annex Building
Friday, Dec. 14—St. John of the Cross
Liturgical color: White
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—R/S John & Kathleen Bero
5 p.m. Wedding rehearsal
Saturday, Dec. 15
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
Church cleaning: Altar Rosary Society and Knights of Columbus
2 p.m. Wedding
5 p.m. Mass—S/I Kong Kee Family (healing)
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Breaking open the Word
Second Sunday of Advent

We are a week into Advent, the Church’s quiet time of
preparation for the Incarnation. Advent is a time of blessing,
a time to slow down, to savor these days of patient waiting.
It can be difficult to truly celebrate Advent in the midst of
what swirls around our consumer culture in the weeks leading up to Christmas — the parties, decorating, shopping,
baking. We can become distracted by our to-do lists.
But let us step back and celebrate Advent first. One place
to start would be to let today’s readings speak to us.
From the first reading from Baruch: “Remove your robe of
grief and misery; put on the splendor of God’s glory forever:
wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, bear on your head
the mitre that displays the glory of the eternal name.”
Remove your robe of grief and misery….Jesus is always
there for us in the difficulties in our lives, in our sadness and
our failures, in our own desert experiences. We must make
the space in our lives to let him heal us to our very depths.
What hurts are we hanging on to? What are we afraid to face
and do those fears paralyze us?
In the quiet of Advent we can open ourselves to find the
God who is always there waiting for us. The God who can
heal what hinders us.
In the second reading, Paul (who was writing to the Philippians from prison) gives us the solace that we are never
alone. “I am confident of this, that the one who began the
good work in you will continue to complete it until the day
of Christ Jesus.” Paul, undergoing his own desert experience, remains steadfast in the journey that takes us to God.
And it is in the desert, in today’s Gospel account, that John
draws closer to God and then goes out to preach his message
of an interior way of repentance.
God is speaking to us this Advent. Take the time to listen
— and respond.
Anne Harpham

Readings
First Reading — Take off your robe of mourning and misery;
put on the splendor of glory from God (Baruch 5:1-9).
Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy (Psalm 126).
Second Reading — I am confident that the one who began a
good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of
Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11).
Gospel — The winding roads shall be made straight, and the
rough ways made smooth (Luke 3:1-6).

Weekday

Monday:
Is 35:1-10; Ps 85; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday:
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:3947
Thursday:
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145; Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

Daily Prayer
Finding intimacy with God in the midst of our busy lives
begins with getting in touch with our own desires. Advent is
a wonderful time to ask myself, “What am I looking for?
What do I desire? What longing can I recognize in my
heart?” The answers to those questions will be our best
guide for daily prayer. The readings this week offer some
possible ways to talk with the Lord about our desires.
We can begin by trying to get in touch with a part of my
heart that is divided, perhaps with a desert separating the
two parts. For example, is there a disconnect between my
primary commitments and the amount of time and attention
that I give to them? Is there a distance between who I say I
am and who I actually am? Do I experience something missing between what I believe and how I live
those beliefs? We all
have these contradictions
and inconsistencies within us. These are the places into which we can let
our Advent desiring
grow. This week, we can
imagine the prophet saying, “There will be a
path between what is separate or divided or at a distance in
your life!” or “What is desert, barren, dry and life-less in
you will come to life!” We can hear, “You will find freedom
and comfort, where you have been finding yourself in a captivity to pattern and routine, where you have felt weak and
weary.” “Learn from the Lord and learn real wisdom.”
When one or more of these desires really strikes a chord in
our hearts, Advent begins for us. Each morning this week,
we can turn to our God, when we first wake up, while in the
shower or getting dressed, and simply ask: “Come, Lord.
Come into this place, into this embarrassing place of need in
my life.” We may be able to be specific and ask, “Please,
Lord, come and be with me and bring life and hope into my
morning as I face this meeting.” As we go to work or do
laundry or shop, or head home from work, we might ask
even more specifically for the grace to love - to take the liberating journey across the desert and let the Lord bring us
home to a place of comfort, healing and peace.
Advent is about our coming to a felt sense of our need for a
Savior and letting our Savior into our hearts to save us. Advent comes alive for us as we identify our desires and let
them be expressed as longing and expectant hope. Into this
space our Lord comes with good news, healing and a peace
the world can't give. As we taste our desires and longing
grow, we can give thanks each evening before we go to bed,
to acknowledge we are being given a great grace of a growing intimacy with our God, right in the midst of our very
busy days.
Creighton University Online Ministries
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Welcome, Fr. Clyde Guerreiro, ss.cc.
Fr. Clyde will be a priest in residence for two months as he
awaits his new assignment. Fr. Clyde returns from our
SS.CC. mission in Tonga. He is originally from Pearl City
and was ordained on August 28, 1976.
He has served at several parishes in the diocese: St. Elizabeth, Aiea; St. Michael; Waialua; St. Ann, Kaneohe; Immaculate Conception, Lihue; and St. Damien, Moloka'i. He also
served two terms as Provincial and one year as Formation
Director in Maryland.

Emergency Response Team meeting
This meeting on Monday, Dec. 10, at 5:30 pm. in the church.
ill allow us to help keep our "hale pule" (church) a safe environment for those who attend our services. Come and learn
how WE can achieve this. The meeting is for all ushers and
interested parishioners & visitors.

Parish financial report 2017-2018
Last weekend, we published in the bulletin the report from
the last fiscal year. If you have any questions or comments concerning the report, feel free to contact Deacon
Andy, our Business Manager.
Item #4700 Unusual (non-scheduled) Income raised a concern. This is one of the adjustments that were made through
the Financial Office of the Diocese. It sounds questionable,
but it brings our books up to compliance with IRS guidelines. The parish IS debt free, the books are now current with
our fiscal budget year.
This report does not reflect the budget for the Damien &
Marianne of Moloka'i Education Center.
Mahalo for your patience and understanding.
Fr. Lane

Funeral notice
Funeral Notice for Thomas Leo Haverty
Tuesday, Dec. 11 at St. Augustine Church: Visitation 9 a.m;
Military Honors 9:45 a.m. followed by Mass at 10 a.m.

Stewardship envelopes available
The 2019 Stewardship Envelopes are available to be picked
up on the Ohua side of the church. . Be sure to check the listing for correct info and number. DO NOT take someone
else's envelopes. If you need assistance, please ask or contact
the parish office. Parents with children, please have your children pick up their stewardship envelopes as well. No need to
sign in, just have them place their names on the envelopes.

Scripture reflection
Our weekly Scripture Reflections are held at 6 p.m. Thursdays in the Annex Building and are open to all who interested
in deepening their knowledge of and appreciation for Scripture. Please bring a Bible with you or a copy of the readings
for the following Sunday.

Christmas Mass schedule
Christmas Eve, Monday, Dec. 24
6 p.m. Mass --Cantor/Organ
9 p.m. Mass—Tongan Choir
11:30 p.m. Christmas music— Contemporary Choir
Midnight Mass—Contemporary Choir

Christmas Day, Tuesday, Dec. 25
6 a.m. Mass —Cantor/Organ
8 a.m. Mass—Contemporary Choir
10 a.m. Mass—Contemporary Choir
5 p.m.—Cantor/Organ

Dec. 26-28
7 a.m. Mass only

St. Augustine Christmas party
Mark your calendars! Save the date! St. Augustine
Parish’s annual Christmas party will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 5, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Marriott Hotel. The
theme will be the Roaring ’20s. Tickets are $35 and will
be available in the parish office and after Sunday morning
Masses.

Advent Penance Services
December 10 @ 7 pm
December 11 @ 6:15 pm
December 14 @ 6 pm
December 17 @ 6 pm
December 19 @ 6 pm

Holy Trinity
Mary, Star of the Sea
Sts. Peter & Paul
St. Augustine
Sacred Heart, Manoa

Charismatic Renewal Conference
Hawaii Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services is holding
its 4th Winter Charismatic Conference Friday, Jan. 11, to
Sunday Jan. 13, at Catholic Charities Hawaii.
The keynote speakers are Jim Beckman, executive director of Evangelization and Catechesis for the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City, and Fr. Joseph Freedy, parochial vicar
at Holy Child and St. Barbara Parishes in Bridgeville,
Pennsylvania. For more information,
email chariscenter.hccrs@gmail.com
Page 4

Shoe drive
We are assisting St. Michael’s parish in Waialua in their drive to
collect 25,000 pairs of shoes in a fundraising effort. If you want
to help, donate used shoes in good condition. The shoes must be
wearable (no holes or cracks) and have laces if applicable.
If you have shoes to donate, please call the parish office.

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
Hosted by: Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem
–Western USA Lieutenancy - Honolulu Council
September 9 to 21, 2019 under the spiritual direction of Fr. Lane
K. Akiona.
Tour highlights include: Caesarea Maritime - where St. Paul was
imprisoned, Nazareth, Cana, Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, Jericho & the Jordan River, Bethlehem, Jerusalem - Mt. Zion & Upper Room, Garden of Gethsemane & Via Dolorosa, Church of the
Holy Sepulchre. For registration information and to be put on the
mailing list, contact Fr. Lane at 923-7024.

Family Promise opportunity
St. Augustine will be partnering with Holy Trinity
Parish January 7 to 20 for Family Promise, a program
that houses homeless families through the assistance of
faith communities.
St. Augustine will help Holy Trinity by providing a
dinner on Jan.12 and 19, and cleaning the home where
the families stay before they arrive
The following donations would be appreciated:
Backpacks and school supplies, including crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue, markers, pencils, pens, erasers.
Shampoo and conditioner, body wash (no bar soap).
Quart and gallon Ziploc bags and plastic cups (10 oz.).
Snack-sized chips (small packages)
Juice (2-gallon)
Ice cream
Donations may be dropped off in the parish office
during office hours.
If would like to help prepare one of the two dinners,
please email the office with information on what you
will bring. Food should be dropped off at St. Augustine
at 4 p.m. on the day of the dinner.
Please help your sisters and brothers who struggle with
finding housing for their families. All Family Promise
clients have young children.

Damien & Marianne
Of Moloka’i
Education Center
The Damien and Marianne of
Moloka’i Education Center will
be constructed adjacent to St.
Augustine Church and will tell
the story of Hawaii’s two
saints, St. Damien de Veuster
and St. Marianne Cope, who
ministered those with Hansen’s
Disease who were exiled to Kalaupapa.
Their lives are a model and inspiration for all of us today.
For more information about the
Damien and Marianne of Moloka’i Education Center please
call the parish office.
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